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'A CURICUS tning happened down 1n riverside county a few waeks

2g0 -—- a group of table grape growers actually agreed to negotiate

with . farm workers union. At least a few growers, that ig,

finally acknowledged tna_t this is the twentieth century, and

‘that the workd would not come to an end if they sat down with

representétives4df.their workers and tried to agree to a contract

that ﬁ6u1d give thetx wbrkers'some voice in setting their own

wages, hours and working conditions.

THE very fact that this ls a. notewérthy evant sayé a.1ot:about
the 1ncredible backwardness of the country s agricultural
industry ... the fact that in the year of 1969 it is major news
when farm employers agree to do what most employers did thirty
and moré.yearé agb; But that, as we all should know, is the
way 1t 1s among srowers,'as womdarful a group of neéndérthais

as you could dig up anyWhere;'

'WELL,_whap-hapﬁenéd down in riverside? How did this curidﬁa |

thing'habpen? And why? What have they been doing since those

growers recognizad ‘the twentiehh century in the middle of June,
1969? And, most important, what is thelr pionearing step - AT
we can call 1t that == likely to lead to?




FIRST, let's recall the baslcs. Fofiélmoat four years now --
gince septémber,‘i965, thaﬁ is -~ farm union groups havg bean
Wwaging major sirikes against the men who grow most of the
country's grapes ... first 1ﬁ kern and tulare counties iIn
califdrﬁia, and later in riverside county as well as 1n the.

phoenix area in arizona.

THEIR demand, first as two separate union groups agnd then as

the merged unlted farm workers organizxng committes under

- cesar chavez, has been simply for-reeognixtion -= gcknowledgement

- :
by growers that the organizing commlittee does indesd represent

their workeré and asreement by the'growers in turn to sit down
| with committee negotiators and agree on a legal contract that

would spell ouh guarantees on wages, hours and working condit ons{

THE farm unlon groups pressed their demand -- the same as auto
workers, gteel workers and the like successfully made oh
employers in the 19308 -- first in the form of strikes. Bub
they found that strikipg a vineyard is not the_samé as striking
an auto factorys The workers are migrant,fthere'are not just a
few factory gates to plcket, and law enforcement offlcers in
farm commmnities ape even less copperative than were the urban

cops of the 1930s, among many other problems.

MoST important the farm union organizers found that even when kw
they could convince terribly poor and baatien down farm.worksrs
to join their atrlkes, growers replaced them-easily from a gteady

stream of?%igrants from throughout thls country and canada.




} SC the farm unions turned to orgsnized labor's second major |
"weapon, one actually older than the strike -- the boycott, Ferm

union members and suonorters went into action all over this

the grapel grovers, §E§§§ and.to bypass the stores that sold

_thess products._ Thsn the farm union began pressing ths storas
dirsctly° Many bucklad in to the Pregsures., Thsy did not want
their storses picketed by DGOple charging thsm with being part

of ‘the well documented exploitation of farm wor-kers., And the
large growsrs involvsd e major national oorporations o didn ("

- 1l1ke what the union boycott activities were d01ng to thein

reputations, If not to their saleas,

FINALLY, the giant schenley corporation.gave 1hi' The cOrponations
farm holdings aré only a my part of 1ts corporate empire K fut
they do inolmds one'of the largest vineyards in the strike area, .
and schenley soon tired of the assaults on 1lts reputation over

- \that smull p&rt of itg g
R R eframed® anplre Schsnley rseognized the union

and negotiated a contract covaring its vinayard worﬁers..

THEN came anobher big_corporation‘-; ai giorgio,'snothsr-msjpn
grover of wine grapes. After that, came some of callfornia's
largest winerles. Once schsnlay and digiorgio led the way, it

was eagy for them to come along. ﬂnd, 11ke sohsnlsy and digiorgio,
they were acvustomed to dsaling with unionss Their £1e1ld hands
had never been unionized. ‘But the workers inftheir'winsriss,.

oannaries and other operations had been granted union contracts

long agos | - - o e




THE naive referraed to it as a breakthrough that would lead to

| widespread farm unionizationo But california ] table. grape
grovers, the men Who grow the bulk of the country 8 grapes,
fremained firm, SO the unlon called a ooycott against the 1argest
of the table grape growers, ‘glumarra and sons. But giumarrav'
‘simply began.usiné'the 1abeie of other‘gfowers on the hoXes

which carriled its grapes to market,

THIS left the Tarm unlon with li"dtlevo_hoice. o, last. fall, the
call went out: boyoott_ailygrapes._ No one -~ and I mean no
one.~a knows the precise‘economic'effeoﬁs of thet‘boycoft But- -
it is obvious that it hae had a great psycholog;cal e¢fTact on

the growers, that they have been hurt economically as well, and
that they fear thay will be hwrt even more as_the boyoott.goas

Onﬂo

THE most seriously hurt have been the men who grow grapes in.

the coachella valley in riverSiee counﬁy and in the arvin region-'
of kern county to thes north. For these are the arsas where sach
geason's grapes ripen first. The grapss here ggdbrousht to :

, maturity quickly and rushed t0 marke$ in hopes of,returning a .
quick'profit bacauge they are‘the'first of the year to go on
sele; They must be sold quickly, and they cannot be held for
salss to wineries after losing their valﬂe as fresh table

-

cgl"apes .




S0 1t's not surprising that the first table grape growers to sue

fpr peace are from these areas,

'THERE are ten of them in all, They produce ten to 15 percent of
the state's grapes oberall and about'one-third of those shlpped
from the coachella and arvin regions. They are not small,

isolated:operators, that is.

THE key grower inVolved 1n lionel steinberg, a man who is that

rare thing among ‘growers -- a 1ibenal, and one who wae appointed

to the stste board of agrdcnlture 'governor pat brown and who

,.‘

- 8%111 serves, strange to gay, under ronald reagan,

I oUSPEGT that steinberg Wanted to recogniae the union long ago.
- rr'reo& THE ; 10

But %

leverage to get together enough of his fellow growers to'makea

‘a move toward recognition feasible..lrf

"iM"***~fh—-v¥WQCknoniedged that the‘boycott Was causing them
heavy losses cuttlng sales by s much asg twenty percent ——
and they asked the federal mediation and conciliation service
to gstep in and help them negotiate a contract with the farm

workers organizvng committee.




A8 unexpected'as the growefe meveIWas asreement by the ﬁediation-
service to step,ine' Although'ﬂhe'serviee hee helped settle
virtually every-majer national strike ih“fecent years in the"
industriaL field, it doas net, strictly sbeaking, have
Jurisdiction in farm disputes; since ferm_workers gnd their
employers are not.covered by the country's labor laws. And
certainlj thers was every reason to believe tﬁat presmdent

- nlxon, previously a grower oriented opponent of farm

ﬁnionization, would.teli his mediation service to stay out,

BUT nixon gave his anpépVal for the mediatore to step in.

e&nd the medlation service ‘prepared a major effort. Its_national
chief, a direct appointeeﬂof nixon, sent one of his top
troubleshooters out from washington, dmc,ito Joinlthe
‘negotiatiqns in los angeles. &nd he assigned his western
reglonal director to oversee them -~ and ﬁo work as fast as he

could for an agreement to esﬁepe the pressuree that undoubtedly'

would build up among nixon 8 natural allies against

“the effort,

THOSE praessures indeed.have<buiit Uup. Seneter‘geofge_murphy:has
led the charge along with the men who grind out fahtesies.fof

whitaker‘and baxﬁef, the high powered fight wing'public reletions |
- Tirm that was hired by some extrenely worried grapa growers at

ita usual fancy feeo




MURPHY decided that agreement by a- group of growers to sit down
with unlon represertativas mlght involve what he. mysteriously _
termed collusion and demandad an investigation. The mediation

service shrugged that off. Then came the press conferences and

press releases arranged by the boys from whitaker and baxter and

other grower ¥ wﬂf- including, most especially, president

alan grant of the california farm bureau federation, Who is

“not adverse tq 1ett1ng us know that he also 1s president of the

state boerd-of agriculture and a dniversity.of_california regent._

£

THE charges of-grant, murphy énd the other anti union types

continue to be tossed about, along with their new 1ine -- that

- the ooycott isn't hurting at all and, above all, that they are

net oyp osin& the union, but merely protectins the free

enterprise eyatem_and the dearly beloved consumer,

THAT'S whiiy, they tell us, they're suppoﬁﬁing 1egisiatioh'that
grower Interests have introduced in washington;"Look, they say,
it wOuld allow farm workers to bargain collectively with their
growep employers ~=— gsomething the workers have been demanding

since the 1 308, when they were . excluded from the wagner act

o that granted that right to most other workers. |

BUT the legislation also would prohibit farm'workers ffom doing

what they nov are doing == boycotting and striking at harvest

. time and other criul al time-, and thus keep € consumers from

' being deprived of the-i'ever;mo;essehmial grapes."




THE lagislation, in other words, WOuld allow farm workers to
-bargaln, -nd then strip them of the weapons they need 1f that
bargaining is to be effective, 'What possible_pressure could
Ithéy pﬁ% on growers is they couldrstriké_only when théy could
not poss’ibl;gr hurt the 'ngowers, and if they could not boycott
their proflucts? That's right, the farm workers could not
gxert any pressﬁre‘at'all; Théy dctually would be weaker than
they are now, when at least they have the legal right to strike
and ﬁb boycdtt, 1f not the 1aga;'fight to bargaih. ‘They still
would be’at the mercy of growers, who still could gfant then
Just what thay pleased unilateraly -- and who, of course, have .

nefer been pleaded to grant farm workerszvery_mﬁch.-

- THAT'S precisely the point of the proposed 1eglslatlon =~ 50
de=-fang theéﬁnion, now that 1t finally is ghowing soms strength s00
to make it appear that. the union'y demand for the bargaining '
rights éﬁﬁ;gza other workers has baen granted, and then to ‘
make that right meaningless.

FREVIEU&LY, farm union forces soughﬁffégiélation asg their

p /Yoﬂé)

prémary goal, but growers WOuld have tmvesn’ of 1t, But now,

suddenly, growers are talking 1ika the union men once talked,

S,
s they ask. The solutlon lies in legislation,

Why all this
The fact that the growers are saying this does indeed indicate

that #= farm union foreces have become strong at lasty




BUT I repeat: don't be I‘ooleri;'. The majority of the: state's graps
growers are attempting to push through their 1egislation as :
quickly asg poss1ble, bafore any agreement can ba reached by
the ten growere_who_broke with them to negotiate W1th'the union,.
B Themmessage reaily,is' hold off until we can gat a lew to strip‘
the union of the weapons that brought those ten growers to the

bargaining table.

THE growers arenft getting very fer with thelir 1egislative_drive,t_
however -—- thanks in part to a counterédrive\by farm union |
: supporters for other legislationﬁ Like the grower~sponsored '
measures, this 1eg1slation would require grovers to bargain
collectively with representatives of workers who proved they
want\to bargain. But 1t elso would allow the contmnued right
to strike farms. And 1t would allow farm unions to continue
using the boycott “= a weapon that was taken from the

country s industrial unions during the wave of anti union
‘pressures in the late 19403, but after the industrial unions
had used it to establlsh themselves firnmly, |

IN the meantime, however, grower and union negotiators aren' t
getting too far in the 1r talks with the federa1 mediators.
"They began in los angeles two weeks ago, with predictions that

‘there would be swift agreement, Bu
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Byf'THE:'growers have bscoma éxﬁreme_ly c'aﬁ-t.iogs und-ef the mountirig .
préssuras from their gellow growers, énd thair'unfamiliarity‘
with the methods and techniques of bargaining bas frustrated

mediators.

FARM union negotiatans.haveh't.helﬁed mattérs much’by bringing |
in dozens of rank end file obaervers from the farms in questiono
But this was done in part to answer outside growers who keep
inslsting, llke so many broken records, that the unilon deesn't
really repregent vineyardﬂworkers.—- but who also cbﬁtinually

refuss to prove 1% by'having the'workers vote on the matter,

'THIS &uestion.of rapresentation‘caused ruch of the aarly.délay
In the 1os;angeles.negotiations; Bﬁt finelly the negotlators

agreed to Set.aside'the issue. Tt cén be reﬁ&lved simﬁly afteﬁ
a,GOntract,is-negotiated, éince.thé:uhidn has agreed to submit

'any'cmntract'agreémeht;tq aivote'by the workers involved,

THE other i1lssues have been harder to resolve,'eSpecially wlth
both sidegs retaining some of their traditlonally beligerent |

attitudea toward each other,

.50 far, tbey haven't gone mu¢h more than.trade baslc proposalg,
First the union préséntéd capies of;tﬁe bésic contradts'it has.
won from wine grape growers. Then the'grOWGrs rraegented

'modifisd veraions, designed to meetAwhatvthéj see'és the ir
particular méedsi= | N | ”
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'THE task now is to reach a compromise bétween.the.two, Their
most recent attempt was a wearying effort. that went until four
- g-Mm this monday morning,_ahd*led the mediators to call a receas

untll thursdayo

4

SbME OF the'growér.negotiators, meanwhile;'apparemtly have been

t%ying to ease the presqure ‘on them by cireuléting reports that |

oLher growerq soon will 301n them in the negotiationsﬂw;

that can be confimmedaﬁi"ﬂﬁrﬁﬁf is that some arizona growarq

have 1naicated they wceculd. nogotiate with the union if they -

abprove of the contracta P iy :?3 agreed to in the
los angeles negotiations. | “

i _ .
II the primitive field of agricultural labor relations, howeveré,
aven this iffy stand is a 51gnificant development° The big
develnpment, of coqrse, is that a 1arge erpup of growers
actually 1s negotlatlng with a farm workers union and it seems
1likely, eventually will reach-an agreemant. Tne walls aren 't
tumbling'dowh yet,' But thé_érécks'finally are beginning-toh

deepen.
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